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among Brahmans." " That name cannot be yours/5
said the god, " until you have acquired serenity
and the peace of mind which covets the goods of
no man.

" Have you cast out anger from your bosom ?
Do you bear a grudge against any one ? Do you
covet anything ? " These words caused Visvamitra
to hang his head in shame, and with good reason,
for well he knew that his determined pursuit of
power was merely followed in order that he might
revenge himself upon Vasishtha, become his equal
in all things, and finally gain possession of the
Pearl among Ruminant Creatures. But, being a
man of indomitable will, he determined to go on
with his austerities and win all that could be won by
their means, even if this meant that he would cheat his
baser self of the prize which he had been so deter-
mined to obtain: which shows that he was a man of
character and really worthy of the rich reward which
he finally obtained.

Once again he began his self-discipline. With
his arms held above his head, and standing on one
foot, with no food except bitter roots, surrounded by
five fierce furnaces in summer, and in winter exposed
to torrents of rain, he stood patiently hoping to
expel from his bosom the burning fire of hatred,
jealousy, malice, and covetousness. The gods
watched him uneasily, fearing for the power that
such determination would surely win.

Then a radiant goddess, remembering how
Menaka had succeeded for a time in shaking the